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SUBJECT: LAO NEWSPAPER STORY ON CONDITIONS IN KHMER 
ROUGE ZONE IN CAMBODIA 

1. THE VIENTIANE DAILY NEWSPAPER XAT-LAO (LAO NATION) ON 
AUGUST 9, 1974, PRINTED AN ARTICLE TITLED "MISERY IN THE ZONE 
CONTROLLED BY THE KHMER ROUGE, TOLD BY A CAMBODIAN MONK". 
FOLLOWING IS AN ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF THE ARTICLE: 

2. "IN THE COURSE OF A VISIT TO THE WAT SENE MUONG IN THE 
PROVINCE OF SITHANDONE, YOUR REPORTER WAS ABLE TO INTERVIEW 
A KHMER MONK, THE VENERABLE PHRA KOU ATH, CHIEF OF WAT THA 
PEUAY, WHO SOUGHT REFUGE IN SITHANDONE BEFORE THE START OF 
BUDDHIST LENT. THE MONK EXPOSED THE VERY DIFFICULT CONDITIONS 
OF LIFE EXISTING IN THE AREAS CONTROLLED BY THE KHMER ROUGE. 

3. "ACCORDING TO THE MONK, HE WAS ABLE TO FLEE FROM THAT AREA 
DURING THE NIGHT, BUT DURING THE DAY A PERMANENT SURVEILLANCE WAS 
MAINTAINED. 
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4. "THE KHMER ROUGE PARTICULARLY FORBID YOUNG PEOPLE IN THEIR 
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AREA OF CONTROL TO TAKE HOLY ORDERS, INDICATED THE VENERABLE. THEY 
ATTEMPT INSTEAD TO REQUIRE MONKS TO LEAVE THEIR MONASTERIES TO 
TAKE UP ARMS. THE MONK ADDED THAT HE HIMSELF, THOUGH HE HAD TAKEN 
THE CLOTH ABOUT TWENTY YEARS AGO, WAS ASKED BY THE KHMER ROUGE 
ON TWO OCCASIONS TO ABANDON THE RELIGIOUS LIFE. IT WAS AFTER 
THESE PRESSURES THAT HE FLED THE ZONE OF MISERY FOR LAOS WHERE HE 
IS SPENDING LENT AT WAT MUONG SENE. 

5. "SPEAKING OF THE ADMINISTRATION IN THE RED ZONE, PHRA KOU 
ATH STATED THAT THE POPULATION LED A VERY DIFFICULT LIFE. THEY 
WERE VICTIMS OF REQUISITIONS AND HAD TO PERMANENTLY SUBMIT TO 
PROPAGANDA SESSIONS AND EVERY SORT OF TROUBLE. 

6. "AS TO THE MILITARY PROBLEM, CONTINUED THE VENERABLE, IT COME 
UNIQUELY FROM MR. KHIEU SAMPHAN’S ORDER WHICH FORBADE THE POP- 
ULATION IN THE ZONE BORDERING LAOS FROM RESPECTING PRINCE SI- 
HANOUK. 

7. "THOSE WHO DO NOT OBEY THIS ORDER ARE EXECUTED MISERABLY, 
INDICATED THE SAME MONK WHO HAD REPORTED THE CASE OF GENERAL 
SOMPHONE, EXECUTED IN 1973 DURING A RECEPTION. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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